
 

CCC’s Graduating Student Survey 
 

Recent trend data, from the CCC Graduating Student Survey, 
shows a clear distinction in the way students view their college 
education.  When asked to rate their ‘personal development 
gain’ the highest increases for the three-year reporting period 
were among outcomes related to right brain thinking. ‘Working 
with Others,’ ‘Sensitivity to Others unlike Myself,’ ‘Reading,’ 
‘Writing,’ and ‘Oral Communication’ all showed increases of 
10% or better over that reported in the 2007-08 school year.   

 
The Left Brain/Right Brain Split 
 

Nobel Laureate, Roger Wolcott Sperry is credited with 
discovering the functional specialization of the cerebral 
hemispheres, the so-called ‘right brain/left brain split.’ His 
research shows that right and left sides of the brain are 
independently responsible for specific cognitive tasks

1
. The left 

brain is associated with logic, sequential thinking, and objective 
reasoning. The right side deals with subjective, intuitive, and 
creative tasks. The right looks at the ‘big picture’ and uses a 
holistic approach to synthesizing information; it would 
dominate in tasks like group discussions, free writing, and 
storytelling.  
 
Students Using Both Sides of the Brain  
 

This same 3-year period saw marginal increases among typical 
left brain tasks: Problem Solving, Scientific Reasoning, 
Quantitative and Qualitative Skills.  

 

It is notable that students are reporting gains in both right and 
left brain activities.  For example, both Problem Solving Skills 
and Writing Skills had reported ‘High Gains’ exceeding 35% for 
the three years observed. 

 
Also, almost all categories realized some growth in the three 
years reported.  
 

 

Further Questions 

Why the discrepancy in percentage increases over these three 
years? Could it be related to a shift in student affect or in how 
subject matter is being taught? Could it be related to the way 
information is conveyed because of the way it is received most 
effectively? 

 
[1] Sperry RW (1961) Cerebral organization and behavior. Science, 133:1749-
1757. 
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